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Monday, July 26, 2010 
Southern Tioga School  
 District  
Mansfield Jr/Sr High School 
Mansfield, PA  16933 
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Wednesday, September 15, 
 2010 
Elite Therapy PC 
285 South Main Street 
Mansfield, PA  16933 
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Attendees had the opportunity to hear perspectives on the 
Natural Gas Drilling for the Marcellus Shale in Tioga County 
and its impact locally and statewide from left to right: Glenn 
Thompson, US Congress, 5th Congressional District; Chuck 
Dillion representing Pennsylvania Senator Joseph Scarnati, 
5th Senatorial District and Pennsylvania Lieutenant          
Governor; and Matthew E. Baker, PA House of                   
Representatives, 68th District.  

On Thursday, April 1, 2010 the   
Tioga County Development Corporation 
(TCDC) Board of Directors hosted our 
14th Annual TCDC Legislative Breakfast 
at the Historic Penn Wells Hotel,     
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania. Over 200 
TCDC Members and Supporters attended 
the informative breakfast. TCDC hosts 
the annual event because legislative   
activities occurring in Washington and 
Harrisburg immensely impact our      
businesses and communities throughout 
Tioga County. 

Congressman Glenn Thompson & 
Pennsylvania State Representative     
Matthew E. Baker were present at the 
event and Chuck Dillon represented 
Pennsylvania State Senator Joseph B. 
Scarnati, III. Legislators and Legislative 
Aids had the opportunity to offer their perspectives on the Natural Gas Drilling for the Marcellus 
Shale in Tioga County and its impact locally and statewide, as well as engage in table                
conversations with the Members and Supporters seated with them. Dr. Maravene Loeschke,     
President of Mansfield University, served as Master of Ceremony for the Legislative Breakfast. 
Loeschke also serves on the Board of Directors for TCDC.  
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We thank Our Corporate sponsors for making the 14th Annual  
TCDC Legislative Breakfast a Success.  
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Master of Ceremony: Dr. Maravene 
Loeschke, President of Mansfield 
University and TCDC Director  

 
Over 200 TCDC 
Members and 

Supporters attended the 
informative breakfast 

on the Natural Gas  
Industry.  

The TCDC�Legislative Breakfast has 
been a very successful event for TCDC 
and we thank our Board of Directors & 

Members! 
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    On February 23, 2010, the Board of Directors and Staff held our annual Board 
Retreat at Penn College/North Campus. The entire Board Retreat focused on the 
Natural Gas Industry, particularly as it impacts Tioga County.  Jim Weaver, 
Tioga County Planner and Deb Sawyer, Executive Director of the Northern 
Pennsylvania Area Health Education Center, served as our facilitators. 
 The objectives were highlighted by Chairman David E. Cummings. The retreat 
was to serve as an educational process and determination of the role of TCDC in 
the Natural Gas Industry and determine where we would have the most impact. 
Assumptions presented included: the natural gas exploration has and will 
continue to have an impact for several generations; its major impact on our 
County, our residents, our quality of life and our 
environment; and we, as the countywide 
development corporation, must continue to lean 

and be involved where we will have the most impact. 
 Jim Weaver facilitated the Gas Industry Panel which featured Chesapeake Energy, East 

Resources, Inc. and Talisman Energy USA (formerly Fortuna). Brian Grove from Chesapeake, Jack 
Showers from East and Colin Guze from Talisman each presented a very informative appreciation 
of where each company is and commented on the industry as a whole. Each was very candid and 
straightforward.  Each indicated they will be in the northern tier for many years and want to be a 
part of the community.  Many of the questions centered on environmental issues. 

 Workforce Development was addressed by Larry Michael, Executive Director for 
Workforce Development & Economic Development at the Pennsylvania College of Technology. 
The work force is a major component of the industry. Presently the majority of the workers are 
coming into the area from experienced and established companies actively involved in the industry.  
As our local workforce is trained in this specific industry more will enter into the gas industry. Penn College has been the leader in 
Pennsylvania in addressing the workforce and providing training for potential employees.  Each well requires 152 different job 
classifications. Each gas company indicated they have been traveling to all the local schools making presentations on how young 
people may become employed and what educational training they should consider to be employed locally. 

Presenting the quality of life and environmental perspective were Jim Weaver and Deb Sawyer. Deb highlighted the efforts of the 
Tioga County Partnership for Community Health relative to the human community concerns relative to the quality of life in Tioga 
County relative to the natural gas industry.  Efforts are underway to undertake a Penn State “Charting for Your Future” for Tioga 
County Strategic Planning Process.  

 

 

 

Jim Weaver, Tioga County 
Planner, facilitated the Board 
Retreat.  

 

L to R: Brian Grove, Director, Corporate Development, Chesapeake Gas.; Colin Guze Operations   
Engineer/Water Management, Talisman Energy, USA; Jack Showers, Community Relations/    
Regional Affairs, East Resources Inc.; Jim Weaver, Tioga County Planner; Deb Sawyer, Executive 
Director, North Central AHEC; Larry Michael, Executive Director Workforce & Economic      
Development, Penn  College of Technology and Joe Grace, Developer, Tioga County I99 Business 
Park 
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 Jim highlighted the environmental concerns and challenges.  A local group, Water Dogs, has 
been formed and nearly 80 people have been trained to watch the waterways in the County to    
monitor any adverse effects from the drilling and fracing. The Pennsylvania Department of         
Environmental Resources (DEP) is charged with permitting and monitoring drilling and the        
Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SBDC) approves the removal of water from all waterways 
in its watershed.  To date, both have performed their jobs admirably and working with the gas    
companies to assure the environment sustains minimal impact from this industry.  The majority of 
the gas exploration companies have cooperated with, and in many cases exceeded, the DEP and 
SRBC current standards. Both agencies have levied fines and stopped work orders on those few      
companies who have violated the regulations. 
 The Board of Directors and Staff discussed the role TCDC should play in the natural gas       
industry.  While this is a global undertaking with many multi-national companies involved, we  
attempted to focus on the areas in which we may have impact in our county. While much of our 
efforts will focus on the educational process, some work components are in place to assist small 

support types of businesses.  Our revolving loan program is an example. We are currently considering a loan for a local small      
business looking to get involved in the industry. We have also received inquires for other loan assistance.  We continue to pursue the 
Tax Abatement Program for Tioga County to show our support for and commitment to economic                
development in Tioga County. Working with the Northern Tier Regional Planning and Development       
Commission we will continue to co-sponsor vendor and employee work fairs. 

As part of the educational process we will conduct public presentations at our public Board Meetings and 
Events.  Our  Legislative Breakfast this year focused on the Marcellus Shale find (See article in this issue of 
eNews Insider).  At our April 9, 2010 Board Meeting Marty Muggleton, from Larson Design Group, Inc. 
made a presentation on the TerrAqua Resource Management (TARM), a wholly-owned subsidiary of LDG. 
“TARM offers disposal options for flow back and produced waters from gas exploration and production.” 
After a dinner catered by the Wren’s Nest, Joe Grace, a local developer, provided an overview of his thoughts 
on the Marcellus Shale play from the private sector viewpoint. 

On May 14, 2010, the TCDC On The Road Board Meeting will be held at Dominion          
Transmission, Inc. in Sabinsville.  The Board and guests will tour the new office complex 
and the compression station. Dominion Transmission, Inc., headquartered in Richmond, 
Va., is the interstate gas transmission subsidiary of Dominion. The company is primarily a 
provider of gas transportation and storage services. Dominion operates one of the largest 
underground natural gas storage systems in the United States with links to other major 

pipelines and to markets in the Midwest, Mid-Atlantic and      Northeast regions of the United States. We maintain 7,800 miles of  
pipeline in six states — Ohio, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
New York, Maryland and Virginia. 

The TCDC Board has also amended our By Laws to include 
up to two representatives from the industry being appointed to 
the Board of Directors. Future Meetings and our Annual      
Meeting on July 26, 2010 will center around the Natural Gas 
Industry in Tioga County. We are also in the process of adding a 
section on our web page (tcdc-pa.com) titled Tioga County    
Energy. 

 

Deb Sawyer, Executive Director 
of North Central AHEC, helped 
facilitate the Board Retreat.  
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The Tioga County Development Corporation’s 17th Annual Membership Campaign is underway! Our goal this 

year is 250 Members generating $100,000 in contributions. The funding received from Memberships is the local 
share match we need to secure state and federal funding in order to accomplish our mission of assisting businesses 
and industries in Tioga County. Our Members are one of our most important assets.  

 Our flexible Membership Fee Structure allows you to make the ultimate decision of the level of support you 
chose to contribute. We are calling on our existing Members to at least maintain your current level of Membership in 
2010-2011, but hope you will consider increasing your commitment in the Tioga County Development Corporation. 
Your TCDC Membership is based on the value you place on our services, our Corporation and Your Investment in 
Tioga County. As we look to the future pursuing new opportunities for economic development in our region, we 
need your support even more.   

Our Membership funds allow us to continue to assist our businesses and industries which will retain, as well as 
create jobs, and generate wealth in our local economy. You have supported these very 
efforts in the past and we hope you continue to do so again this year.  

.  
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Log On: 
www.tcdc-pa.com/

membership 
For a Membership 

Application 

Marilyn K. Jones 
Kim Miller 

 
Mctish Kunkel & Associates 

Sandy Spencer 
1500 Sycamore Road St 320 
Montoursville, PA  17754 

www.mctish.com 
   
 
 
 

 
Wellsboro Inn On The Green 

Cindy Fitzgerald 
3 Charles Street 

Wellsboro, PA 16901 
www.wellsboroinnonthegreen.com 
 
 
 
 

 
East Resources Inc. 

301 Brush Creek Road 
Warrendale, PA  15086 
www.eastresources.com  
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Individual Memberships 

If you are looking to renew your Membership or beco me a 
new Member, contact Carolyn Conte, Administrative A ssistant  

at 723-8232 or tcdc2@ptd.net  

Corporate Memberships 
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 On Thursday, April 1, 2010, the Tioga County Development 
Corporation (TCDC) received a $5,000 Diamond Partner Membership 
from East Resources, Inc. “We are pleased to have East Resources, 
Inc. as a Diamond Partner Member. East is the first of the Marcellus 
Shale Industry Members to join TCDC.  We invite other gas industry 
companies to join, as they are a major economic generator in our 
County, to assist us in the  pursuit of our mission of fostering and 
promoting economic development in Tioga County.” stated David E. 
Cummings, TCDC Chairman. 
  “East Resources, Inc. is a leading producer of oil and natural gas in 
the Appalachian Basin. The company is a pioneer in the development 
of Marcellus shale natural gas reserves and holds approximately 
900,000 gross acres of Marcellus Shale rights throughout the region. 
East employs more than 355 office and field personnel with 
approximately 60 employees in Tioga County. We are dedicated to the 
safe and environmentally responsible development of clean American 
natural resources to support the economic vitality of the region” 
according to Jack Showers, East Resources Director of Community 
Relations/Regional Affairs.  
 TCDC’s flexible Membership Fee 
Structure allows you to make the 
ultimate decision of the level of support 
you choose to contribute.  

 
TCDC’s 17th Annual Membership Campaign is underway. If your business would like to 

renew your Membership or if you are interested in becoming a new Member, please contact 
our office at 570-723-8232 or tcdc2@ptd.net.  

 

Left to Right: Robert J. Blair, TCDC President/CEO; Stephen W. 
Rhoads, East Resources Director of External Affairs; Matt 
McGuire, East Resources Regional Regulatory Coordinator, 
David E. Cummings, TCDC Chairman; Scott Blauvett, East 
Resources EHS Manager and Jack Showers, East Resources 
Director of Community Relations/Regional Affairs.  East employs more than 

355 office and field 
personnel with        

approximately 60   
employees in Tioga  

County. 
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 The Tioga County Development Corporation (TCDC) received a 
$5,000 Diamond Partner Membership from First Heritage Federal 
Credit Union (FHFCU) on Tuesday, April 20, 2010. “We are pleased to 
have First Heritage Federal Credit Union as a Diamond Partner       
Member.” stated David E. Cummings, TCDC Chairman.  “It is during 
economic downturns that we all must step forward and expand our    
support of economic development service providers so we can continue 
to assist our businesses and industries who create and retain jobs and 
generate the wealth in our economy.  We are grateful that First Heritage 
shares this vision.”  Cummings concluded. 
 “We at First Heritage are thrilled to be able to become a Diamond 
Partner of the Tioga County Development Corporation  said Daniel 
Rourke, President and CEO of First Heritage Federal Credit Union.” 
Our goals for the growth and development of all of Tioga County are so 
closely aligned with TCDC it was an easy decision” continued Rourke.  
 First Heritage Federal Credit Union was founded and chartered for 
business in 1954 by a group of employees at the Ingersoll-Rand Company. First Heritage serves the following community field 
of membership: Persons who live, work, worship or attend school in the three county community, comprised of Steuben and 
Chemung Counties, New York and Tioga County, Pennsylvania, as well as their immediate family members, and also including 
businesses and other legal entities located in the community. First Heritage operates a branch in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania.  
 �

 

L to R: Daniel R. Rourke, FHFCU President/CEO; 
Robert J. Blair, TCDC President/CEO; Susan Ziemak, 
Wellsboro Assistant Branch Manager, FHFCU and    
Arthur Field, FHFCU Intermediate Past President. 
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 On April 11, 2010, the Tioga County Development 

Corporation’s ���������	
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 Youth Leadership 

Program (YLP) Class of 2010 graduated at the W. M. Tokishi 
Training Center (NYPUM Building) in Wellsboro before 120 
parents, relatives and community leaders.  The class consisted of 
high school Juniors from Northern Tioga, Southern Tioga, 
Wellsboro Area School Districts and New Covenant Academy.   

The students completed a nine-month program beginning 
with a S’More Event in August 2009 and ending with the 
Graduation Ceremony.  To close the Ceremony, the students 
performed the Spider Web Exercise that reviewed the “7 Habits 
of Highly Effective Teens”.   

The heart of the Program is our Committee; volunteer 
coordinators; organizations who have provided “real life” 
classrooms and several businesses who have provided food, 
refreshments and gifts for the students.  As of April 11, 2010, 
there were over 100 individuals, organizations and businesses 
who contributed a total of $716,000.00 of In-Kind Services 
since the program began in 1999.  Thank you to all who have 
volunteered time, money, food and gifts to Leadership Tioga 
County Youth Leadership Program for the Class of 2010! 

 
 

 

Pictured above it the Class of 2010. The class consisted of 31 high 
school Juniors from Northern Tioga, Southern Tioga, Wellsboro Area 

School Districts and New Covenant Academy.   
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On Thursday, March 26, 2010 the Tioga County Development Corporation 

(TCDC) Leadership Tioga County Community Leadership Program (CLP) Class 
of 2010 celebrated the 7th Annual Recruitment & Reunion Mixer at the 
Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania. The mixer was 
organized by members of the Community Leadership Program Class of 2010.  

Currently TCDC is accepting Applications from adults for the CLP Class of 
2011.  The Program targets residents of Tioga County who have the desire to 
enhance their leadership skills and become more involved in their community. 
Since the CLP began in 2002, ninety-three (93) adults from throughout Tioga 
County have graduated.  This training and educational endeavor will continue 
to supply Tioga County with a core group of positive, productive and          
contributing individuals, who will benefit Tioga County’s employers, organi-
zations and communities. 

Individuals interested are asked to fill out an application through their    
employer or the TCDC office. If you have questions, please contact Christie 

Blackwell at (570)723-8232 or tcdc6@ptd.net.      
Application Due: July 1, 2010 

 

Dozens of alumni and several new prospects attended 
the 7th Annual Recruitment & Reunion Mixer  



 
Our small rural county has become a major energy county within the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, the United States and globally.  With Tioga County being at the epicenter of the 
Marcellus Shale Phenomena we are positioned for multi-generational growth and as a major 
economic generator in Tioga County. 
 
In addition to the natural gas industry, Tioga County is becoming a Mecca for Alternative 
Energy in Pennsylvania and the United States. We (Tioga and Bradford Counties) are home to 
the largest single owned Wind Farm in Pennsylvania  which will grow by an additional 25% in 
the near future.  
 
Our small rural county is part of a national endeavor to provide energy right here in the United 
States, making us more independent from foreign oil  and increasing the security of the United 
States.  It is projected Pennsylvania, within 5 years, will be an exporter of natural gas. At present 
76% is imported into our state. 
 
Tioga County is not new to the natural gas industry or to natural resource extractions.  Our forest 
and our coal supplied the nation with raw materials  for generations. With new technology and 
strong environmental regulations, the extraction of natural gas will impact our land far less than 
the past removals. 
 
The Tioga County Development Corporation Board of Directors, at our February Retreat, 
developed our strategy centered around the Marcellus Shale Industry. We are in the process of 
developing educational resources, business development funding and workforce development 
components to assist in the growth of this industry.  
 
We continue to implement our strategic plan through continued loan activity, leadership 
development and our core services to our businesses, industries and Members as highlighted in 
this issue of eNews Insider. 
 
Mark Your Calenders! Our 17th Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, July 26, 2010 at the 
Mansfield High School, STSD. 

       

 
 
 
 
 Robert J. Blair 
 President/Chief Executive Officer 

Please contact TCDC6@ptd.net  if you wish to be removed from the eNews Insider mailing list. 

Do you know of someone else who would like to receive this publication? Please send us their e-mail address 
and we will gladly add them to our distribution list. 
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114 Main Street 
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania 16901 
Voice: 570.723.8232 
Fax: 570.723.8441 
E-mail: TCDC1@ptd.net 
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Chairman of the Board 
David E. Cummings 
 

First Vice Chairman 
Karen H. Russell 
 

Second Vice Chairman 
David G. Lamphier 
 
Treasurer 
Wendy S. Swartz 
 

Secretary 
Robert J. Blair 

 
Board of Directors 
Brenda G. Abplanalp 
James D. Baker, Jr. 
Scott Bastian 
Timothy Bowers 
Susan A. Dillon 
Thomas Freeman 
Jason G. Gehman 
H. Russell Hastings 
Joseph M. Kalata 
Raymond Kaminski 
Karl Kroeck 
Maravene S. Loeschke 
Charles J. Miller 
Gary A. Mosher 
Leo Parchesky 
Andrew S. Rohrer 
William W. Roosa 
Deborah E. Scott  
Darla J. Shick 
M. Sue Vogler 
Philip J. Waber 
Aneurin J. (Bill) Williams, Jr. 
Mary E. Worthington 
 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Robert J. Blair 
 

Economic Development Coordinator  
Lillian Smith 
 

Leadership Development Coordinator 
Christie Blackwell 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Carolyn E. Conte 
 

 


