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   On July 15, 2009, Cralin 
Enterprises LLC of Wellsboro, 
Pennsylvania closed on a 
Pennsylvan ia Econ omic 
Development Financing 
Authority (PEDFA) Taxable 
Bonding Financing Loan for 
$900,000.00. The Tioga 
C o u n t y  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation served as the 
applicant for the PEDFA 
Financing with Northwest 
Savings Bank as a participating 
lender.  

 The loan will be used for 
p ur ch a se  o f  p r op er t y, 

construction of a building, construction of parking lot and all other needs to relocate the Sears 
Hometown Store of Wellsboro from the Wellsboro Plaza to Charleston Township. Craig and 
Linda West formed Cralin Enterprises LLC and purchased the Sears Hometown Store of 
Wellsboro in July 2008.  In August 2008 Cralin Enterprises LLC began operations of the Sears 
Hometown Store of Wellsboro which had been in business since 2003 through previous 
ownership. The Sears Hometown Store of Wellsboro sells appliances, electronics, lawn & garden 
and tools.  The store will also have additional floor space and storage.  Sears is now open for 
business at their new location. A Grand Opening will be held on Saturday September 26, 2009  

The Sears Hometown Store of Wellsboro is located on Route 6 in 
Charleston Township.  

���������	�
���
����
Second Friday, 9:00 AM 
�� October 9, 2009 
�� November 13, 2009 
         Board Work Session 
�� December 11, 2009 
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September 16, 2009 
Seabrook House West 
Church Street 
Westfield, PA 16950 
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Thursday, April 1, 2010 
Historic Penn Wells Hotel 
Wellsboro, PA 16901 
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Thursday, April 1, 2010 
Historic Penn Wells Hotel 
Wellsboro, PA 16901 
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Monday, July 26, 2010 
Southern Tioga School  
 District  
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    On Tuesday, August 11, 2009 The Deane Center for 
Performing Arts received a check for $99,900 from the Unites 
States Department of Agriculture Rural Business Enterprise 
Grant (RBEG) Program. 
C o n g r e s s m a n  G l e n n 
Th om p son  an d T om 
Williams, USDA State 
Director were on hand to 
present the check. The Tioga 
C o u n t y  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation prepared the 
RBEG Grant application for 
The Deane Center.  
 Funds from the $99,900 RBEG will be used to purchase 
Machinery & Equipment. The Deane Center is in the process of 
developing a 40,000 sq ft performing Arts center in the Central 
Business District (CBD) of Wellsboro, in the former Davis 
Furniture Store, which will include 17,000 square feet of retail, 
office and commercial space. There will be approximately six 
retail stores and six offices.  This will possibly result in 12 - 24 
jobs. 

According to the Deane Center for the Performing Arts website, “The Deane Center for the Performing Arts will offer “one-stop 
shopping” for the community’s arts needs, a place where area musicians, artists, dancers, actors, and anyone interested in the fine 
and performing arts can gather to rehearse or perform. The new 
state-of-the-art facility will bring their many productions to a 
new level of excellence.” Phase 1 of the project is set to begin 
this Fall, estimated cost is at 3.8 Million Dollars. Estimated cost 
of the overall project is estimated at 12 Million Dollars.  

 

 

(from left to right) Brenda Galinac representing Senator Joe Scarnati, State 
Representative Matthew E. Baker, Congressman Glenn Thompson, Lowell 
Coolidge, President of the Deane Center for the Performing Arts Board of 
Directors, Tom Williams, U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
state director and Wellsboro Borough Councilwoman Joan Hart . 
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For More Information 
on The Deane Center 

for the Performing Arts 
log on to their website: 
www.deanecenter.com  

 

 

TCDC President/CEO Robert J.  Blair  was on hand at the check            
presentation. TCDC served as the applicant for the RBEG Grant.  

The Tioga County Development Corporation is pleased to present our Tioga County’s Economic Analysis &        
Forecast: 2008.  This year’s report prepared by VanLandingham Consulting of State College contains a section on the         
potential impact of the Marcellus Shale Gas Exploration.  It also contains a comparison of Manufacturing, Tourism and          
Agriculture on the Tioga County economy.  Even with the economic downturn, Tioga County ranked 12th in Pennsylvania of the 
67 counties in percentage gained showing a moderate recovery. Copies of Tioga County’s Economic Analysis & Forecast: 
 2008 are available at the TCDC office or to view the Analysis click on the link below:  

http://www.tcdc-pa.com/upload/Analysis.pdf  
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  The Tioga County Development Corporation (TCDC) will 

hold its 2nd Annual Meet Our Member Mixer on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2009. The Mixer will be held at Seabrook House 
West, 355 Church Street (the former Eberle Mansion) in 
Westfield, Pennsylvania. This event is FREE for all TCDC 
Members.   

“Seabrook House is so pleased to host our fellow Tioga 
County Development Corporation colleagues at our Seabrook 
West facility in Westfield.  Our mission is to help families and 
workplaces alike know that alcohol and drug addiction problems 
affect virtually every member of our community.  We are proud 
to join with other professionals in our county’s healthcare 
community to advance the goals of TCDC.” said Ed Diehl, 
President, Seabrook House.  

The event, held from 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM, will feature 
tours of Seabrook House West. Refreshments will be served. The 
2nd Annual Meet Our Member Mixer will serve as an opportunity 
for TCDC Members to see first hand the high-end facilities and 
services provided by Seabrook House West while networking in 
a relaxed atmosphere with fellow Members.   

Seabrook House West is a transitional living opportunity for 
males ages twenty-one (21) or older, recovering from alcoholism, 
chemical dependency and other compulsive disorders. The 
facility offers luxurious private bedrooms and baths along with 
on-site recreation. The site is the former Eberle Mansion, original 
owners of the E. H. Hall, Inc (WESTAN) Tannery in Westfield.  

 
The attire for the event is corporate casual. Anyone   

interested in attending or hosting a future Meet Our Member 
Mixer should contact Carolyn E. Conte, Administrative 
Assistant, at the TCDC Office 570.723.8232 or eMail at 
tcdc2@ptd.net, ASAP.  

For more information on Seabrook House West,                     
visit their  website at www.seabrookwest.org  

 
 
On Thursday, August 13, 2009, the Tioga County Development           
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 Youth Leadership Program kicked 

off its eleventh year with the annual S’More Event held at Nessmuk Lake in     
Wellsboro. The Youth Leadership Program Class of 2010, along with family 
and friends,  received an overview of the Youth Leadership Program and also 
had an opportunity to meet other students participating in the  program.  

The YLP Class of 2010 consists of 34 students from the Northern Tioga 
School District, Southern Tioga School District, Wellsboro Area School       
District and New Covenant Academy. The Orientation & Team Building   
Session was held on September 9, 2009 at the W. M. Tokishi Training     
Center,   Wellsboro, PA (NYPUM Building).   Students in the Youth Leadership Program Class of 2010 enjoy some 

S’Mores during the annual Kick-off event at  
Nessmuk Lake.  

Youth Leadership Program .�
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TCDC President/CEO Robert J. Blair 

(second row, first from left) is pictured  with 
Governor Edward G. Rendell and the Board 
of Directors for Team Pennsylvania. Blair is 
currently President of the Pennsylvania    
Economic Development Association 
(PEDA). 

As President of PEDA, Blair serves on 
the Board of Directors for Team              
Pennsylvania, the Executive Committee and 
the Investment Committee.  

The mission of the Team Pennsylvania 
Foundation is a dynamic, public/private    
partnership that initiates and supports        
innovat ive programs to improve              
Pennsylvania’s competitiveness and          
economic prosperity.  

For more information on Team          
Pennsylvania, log on to their website at 
www.teampa.com.  

 
 

The Westfield, Knoxville and Sabinsville Community Cable Associations are 
the beneficiaries of a Pennsylvania eCommonweath Broadband Grant through the 
Northern Tier Regional Planning and Development Commission (NTRPDC).  The 
$26,500 Grant, awarded to the Tioga County Development Corporation (TCDC), is 
for Broadband Services to the Westfield Community Antenna Association, the 
Knoxville Community Antenna Association and the Sabinsville Community       
Antenna Association. Monies are available to assist in the design of the system. A 
consultant has been hired to map out the three systems and provide a design for 
broadband application. 

The three associations are ideally set up for “last mile” broadband assistance 
due to three factors:  they are linked together and working in partnership; located in 
the Tioga County Enterprise Zone; and have been rated as “unserved” by the     
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  With the completion of the Broadband Services 
Contract, they will be positioned to apply for federal stimulus funds or other   
eCommonwealth funds to provide broadband service to their customers.            
Assistance to the associations is coming from the Pennsylvania Broadband        
Association, NTRPDC and TCDC. 
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    The Tioga County Development Corporation (TCDC) held our 16th Annual 
Meeting on Monday, July 27, 2009. The event was held at the Northern Tioga 
School District’s Williamson Junior Senior High School.  This year, the 
Corporation planned its Program around the successes of it various programs and 
an evening of Celebration. Over 170 
individuals attended the event.  
 The Social & Networking portion of 
the evening’s program featured 35 
Vendors displaying their products and 
services, allowing the vendors the 
opportunity for FREE Marketing to the 
attendees during these difficult economic 
times. Also during the Social event the 
Williamson High School Culinary Arts 
Program featured heavy hors d’oeuvres 

and decadent desserts at several serving stations throughout the Exhibitors Hall.   
Beginning at 7:30 PM the Auditorium was the sight of Recognition and Entertainment. 

Gary Mosher, Laurel Health System and TCDC Director served as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. “The Report To Our 
Members”, by Chairman David E. Cummings, featured Recognition of Members and brief presentations on TCDC Programs 
including:  Loan Recipients; Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program School Recipients; and the Community and 
Youth Leadership Programs of ���������	
���
�
������ . The Tioga County Development Corporation also recognized a leader from 

Tioga County with the Presentation of the prestigious Rod C. Kelchner Award for Excellence in Community Service & Leadership.  
This year’s recipient was Deborah Sawyer, Community Development Specialist for the NorthCentral Area Health Education Center.  

Scott Bastian and Tom Freeman were awarded the David W. Rundell Director’s Award for Excellence and Exceptional Service 
as a Director of the Tioga County Development Corporation. Bastian and Freeman were recognized for their countless hours of 
work on the Tioga County I99 Business Park.  

The evening concluded with TCDC’s famous Door Prize extravaganza, over $3,000.00 worth of goods and services were donated 
by TCDC Members.   

 

The Rod C. Kelchner Leadership Award was Awarded to 
Deb Sawyer, Community Development Specialist, North 
Central PA AHEC.  Master of Ceremony: Gary Mosher of 

Laurel Health System & TCDC Director  

 

Tom Freeman (second from left) and 
Scott Bastian (third from left) received 
the David W. Rundell Director’s Award 
for their countless hours of work on the 
Tioga County I99 Business Park.  

TCDC Highlighted Success    
Stories as a new portion of our 
Meeting. Pictured (L to R) David 
Cummings, TCDC Chairman; 
Geoff Rakoski, Blossburg &    
Lawrenceville NAPA & RLF Loan 
recipient; Fran Jaquish, Liberty 
High School Principal & EITC 
Grant recipient; Russ Hastings, 
Electri-Cord Manufacturing & 
EZP Loan recipient and Bob Blair, 
TCDC President/CEO.  
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Celebrating Home  

JoAnn Zehr 
151 English Road 

Harrison Valley, PA 16927 
   

 
Cox, Stokes & Lantz, P.C. 

Robert F. Cox, Jr. 
19 Central Avenue 

Wellsboro, PA 16901 
   

 
Northern Tier Industry & 

Education Consortium  
Gary Matson 
PO Box 200 

Dimock, PA 18816 
www.ntiec.com 

 

�� Kim Barnes 
�� SueAnne Carson 
�� Ashley Mascho 
�� Allan E. Zellner 
 

 
Benedict’s Bus Service LLC 

Bob Benedict 
2166 Charleston Road 
Wellsboro, PA 16901 

www.benedictsbus.com  
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Individual Memberships  

Businesses & Non-Profit Organizations 

�4�,!�*������������
����2�����2*�%���
�
�0!���������

The Tioga County Development Corporation’s 16th Annual Membership Campaign                        
continues…..TCDC would like to welcome more NEW Members and sincerely thank all the businesses, 
organizations and individuals that have renewed your memberships.  

We encourage you to become a Member and Invest in Tioga County. It is not too late to join.    
Contact Carolyn Conte, Administrative Assistant, at 570.723.8232 or tcdc2@ptd.net for more   
information on how you can become a Member.  

There’s Still Time To Get Your Membership In! 

The Outdoors Festival held by 
the Valley Joint Chamber of 

Commerce had a list of over 40 
vendors.   

On Saturday, September 5, 
2009, the Cowanesque Valley 
was booming with activity as 
the Valley Joint Chamber of 
Commerce held its annual    
Outdoors Festival.  

Over  40 vendors &         
exhibitors, both businesses and 
non-profit organizations, were 
on hand during the afternoon to 
offer information, lectures and 
even story telling to festival 
goers.  

The festival had something 
for anyone who attended. The 
event, which ran from 10AM—
5PM, featured airplane and 
carriage rides along with team 
sky-diving.  

For more information on 
future events held by the      
Valley Joint Chamber of    
Commerce call (814) 326-4709.   



Since our last eNews Insider several activities and events have occurred in Tioga County. In 
July, the Tioga County Development Corporation celebrated our 16th Annual Meeting at the 
Williamson High School. It was a great success and is featured in this edition.  If you want to see 
if you were captured on film go to our web site at http://www.tcdc-pa.com/gallery to view the 
candid photographs of the evening. 

 
Tomorrow evening we will be celebrating our 2nd Annual TCDC Meet Our Member Mixer at 

the Seabrook House West in Westfield . . . we still have space for you to attend.  Please RSVP to 
Carolyn at tcdc2@ptd.net or call at 570.723.8232.  Please attend and experience the facilities of 
our Platinum Partner, Seabrook House West and mingle with our Members. 

 
Some of the projects TCDC has been working on have come to fruition and others are 

advancing forward.  The Sears Store, owned by Craig and Linda West, opened September 1, 
2009 in Charleston Township.  Working with Northwest Savings Bank, TCDC applied for a 
$900,000 Pennsylvania Economic Development Financing Authority (PEDFA) Loan. The Deane 
Center For the Performing Arts received a $99,900 grant from the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to assist in phase 1 of their Performing Arts Center.  TCDC has been 
assisting The Deane Center and submitted the USDA Grant.  In addition, on September 17, 2009, 
we will close on a $462,737 DCED EZP Anchor Building Loan.  Proceeds from the loan 
repayment will be used to establish a CDB Loan Program for business in Wellsboro. 

 
Our 11th year of the Leadership Tioga County Youth Leadership Program kicked off on 

August 17, 2009 and they have already completed their first session.  The Community Leadership 
Program will begin on Ocotber1-2, 2009.  We are off to another successful leadership year! 

 

While many things are happening, we, like so many others, are struggling without a State 
Budget.  As President of the Pennsylvania Economic Development Association (PEDA) our 
Executive Committee and Members have continued to express to our legislators and our 
governor, the need for economic development funding to assist in the private sector recovery of 
our economy.  TCDC has already reduced staff and has frozen salaries and are asking our staff to 
do more.  We have a dedicated caring staff in Carolyn, Lillian and Christie and they have stepped 
forward and are committed to our mission.  To continue to reduce our dependency on state 
funding, we continue to secure new Members and retain our loyal Members.  We can not 
function without you.  Thank you!      

       

 
 
 Robert J. Blair 
 President/Chief Executive Officer 

Please contact tcdc6@ptd.net  if you wish to be removed from the eNews Insider mailing list. 

Do you know of someone else who would like to receive this publication? Please send us their e-mail address 
and we will gladly add them to our distribution list. 
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114 Main Street 
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania 16901 
Voice: 570.723.8232 
Fax: 570.723.8441 
E-mail: tcdc1@ptd.net 

�������������	
�
 
Chairman of the Board 
David E. Cummings 
 

First Vice Chairman 
Karen H. Russell 
 

Second Vice Chairman 
David G. Lamphier 
 
Treasurer 
Wendy S. Swartz 
 

Secretary 
Robert J. Blair 

 
Board of Directors 
Brenda G. Abplanalp 
James D. Baker, Jr. 
Scott Bastian 
Timothy Bowers 
Susan A. Dillon 
Thomas Freeman 
Jason G. Gehman 
H. Russell Hastings 
Joseph M. Kalata 
Raymond Kaminski 
Karl Kroeck 
Jacki Lawrence  
Maravene S. Loeschke 
Charles J. Miller 
Gary A. Mosher 
Leo Parchesky 
William W. Roosa 
Deborah E. Scott  
Darla J. Shick 
M. Sue Vogler 
Philip J. Waber 
Aneurin J. (Bill) Williams, Jr. 
Mary E. Worthington 
 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Robert J. Blair 
 

Economic Development Coordinator  
Lillian Smith 
 

Leadership Development Coordinator 
Christie Blackwell 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Carolyn E. Conte 
 

 


