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�� September 10, 2010  
 Board Work Session 
�� October 8, 2010 
�� November 12, 2010  
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Wednesday,                  
 September 15, 2010 
Elite Therapy PC 
285 South Main Street 
Mansfield, PA  16933 
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Thursday, April 21, 2011 
Historic Penn Wells Hotel 
Main Street  
Wellsboro, PA 16901 
 
TCDC ��������������
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It’s not too late to join!  
For more information: 
www.tcdc-pa.com/membership 
(Page 5 of this publication)  
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 On July 26, 2010 at TCDC’s 17th Annual 
Meeting we recognized Joyce & Charles  
Andrews from the Tioga County Concerned 
Citizens Committee (TCCCC). They were 
awarded the Rod C. Kelchner Award for  
Excellence in Community Service and    
Leadership. This award has been presented 
annually since 1995 by the Board of          
Directors of the Tioga County Development 
Corporation. It is awarded to a person(s) who 
has provided exceptional leadership to their             
community.  “We are honored to receive 
TCDC’s Rod C. Kelchner Award for           
Excellence in Community Service and       
Leadership. TCDC has been a strong         
supporter of the TCCCC and our efforts with 

the Hillside Rod & Gun Club to restore the Upper Tioga River Watershed. The segment we have 
presented for the TCDC ���������	
���
�
������  Program has given us the opportunity to educate 

future business and community leaders about this long-term effort and the benefits to Tioga 
County” said Charlie & Joyce Andrews.  

Joyce & Charlie have been very involved in the preservation of our environment in Tioga 
County.  Moving to Tioga County in 1984, the couple joined the Tioga County Concerned Citizens 
Committee (TCCCC) at its foundation the very same year. The group’s first major project was the 
fight against the construction of a landfill on Barney’s Hill in Hamilton Township. They have been 
active in conservation projects such as: stream clean up, educating the public on environmental 
safety, and the reclamations of watersheds and abandoned mines. TCCCC is a 501(c)(3) Charitable 
Foundation dedicated to protecting and improving the environment.  

Both are retired from Bell Atlantic, now known as Verizon. They are the proud parents of four 
children and grandparents to 12 grandchildren.  Charlie & Joyce were unable to attend the Annual 
Meeting because they were on a trip out West touring with their grandson.  

 

L to R: David E. Cummings, TCDC Chairman; 
Charles Andrews, TCCCC; Joyce Andrews, TCCCC 
and Robert J. Blair, TCDC President/CEO.  
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We thank Our Corporate sponsors for making the 17th Annual  
TCDC Meeting a Success.  

Diamond Sponsor  Gold Sponsor  

On Monday, July 26, 2010, the Tioga County Development Corporation (TCDC) held our 17th Annual Meeting. The 
event was held at the Southern Tioga School District’s Mansfield Junior Senior High School.  This year, the Corporation 
planned our Program around the evolving Natural Gas Industry and the successes of our various programs. Over 190 individuals 
attended the event.  
 The Social & Networking portion of the evening’s program featured 22 Educational Displays on the Natural Gas Industry, 
allowing attendees the opportunity to learn more about the Marcellus Shale play and its effects on Tioga County.  Also during 
the Social event Cast & Crew Restaurant of Mansfield featured heavy hors d’oeuvres and decadent desserts at several serving 
stations throughout the Exhibitors Hall.   

Beginning at 7:30 PM the Auditorium was the sight of Recognition and Entertainment. Joe Kalata, Superintendant of    
Southern Tioga School District and TCDC Director served as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. “The Report To Our   
Members”, by Chairman David E. Cummings, featured Recognition of Members and brief presentations on TCDC Programs 
including:  Loan Recipients; Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program School Recipients; and the Community and 
Youth Leadership Programs of ���������	
���
�
������ . The Tioga County Development Corporation also recognized a leader 

from Tioga County with the presentation of the prestigious Rod C. Kelchner Award for Excellence in Community Service & 
Leadership.  This year’s recipients were Charles & Joyce Andrews representing the Tioga County Concerned Citizens          
Committee.  

Longtime Board Member Gary Mosher was awarded the David W. Rundell Director’s Award for Excellence and             
Exceptional Service as a Director of the Tioga County Development Corporation.  Mosher was recognized for his countless hours 
of volunteer work as a TCDC Director and to his home community of Wellsboro.  

TCDC Highlighted Success Stories as an additional portion of the evening. MetalKraft Industries & Muffler Shop Plus were 
recognized as Loan Recipients and Wellsboro High School was recognized as the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program 
Recipient. 

The evening concluded with TCDC’s famous Door Prize extravaganza, over $4,800.00 worth of goods and services were 
donated by TCDC Members.   

To view more photos from the 17th Annual Meeting 
visit our website at www.tcdc-pa.com/gallery.  
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Master of Ceremony: Joe Kalata, 
Superintendant of Southern Tioga 
School District and TCDC Director  

 
Nearly 200 TCDC 

Members and 
Supporters attended our  

Event! 

Above: Kathy Telep, Northwest Savings 
Bank & BOOM President and Betsy 

Mallison, Senior Advisor, Community 
Relations Talisman Energy USA.  

Below: Laurel Health System Chef 
Robert Maidl (CLP Class of 2010 
Alumni) and Aaron Hulslander, Owner 
& Chef of Cast & Crew Restaurant 
compare culinary notes.  

Left: C. Fred Lavancher, Mill Cove 
Inc. Secretary, David E. 

Cummings, TCDC Chairman and 
Mike Glazer, Field Representative 
for Congressman Glenn Thompson 

pose for a quick photo.  
As always … Mike has food!  

Left: Natalie Kennedy, The 
Wellsboro Gazette (CLP Class of 

2010 Alumni) introduces the 
entertainment of the evening.  

Left & Below: Guests enjoy  heavy 
hors d’oeuvres and desserts 

catered by Cast & Crew Restaurant 
while browsing the Natural Gas 

Industry Exhibits.  
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TCDC�Closes on Tioga County Enterprise Zone  
Revolving Loan Fund Loan �

MetalKraft Industries, Inc. closed on a $87,500 Tioga County           
Enterprise Zone (TCEZ) Revolving Loan Fund loan on Thursday, June 3, 
2010 with the Tioga County Development Corporation. The $87,500 
loan will be used to help purchase new machinery. MetalKraft Industries, 
Inc. is located at 1944 Shumway Hill Road, Wellsboro, PA. MetalKraft 
Industries uses powdered metals to fabricate high density structural     
components for the automotive and outdoor power equipment markets. 
MetalKraft Industries Inc. is a family owned and operated company.    
Citizens and  Northern Bank was the participating Private Lender.    

The Tioga County Enterprise Zone Revolving Loan Fund provides low 
interest fixed rate loans to businesses, industries and technology oriented 
businesses located in the twelve (12) TCEZ Areas.  Eligible uses may   
include acquisition of machinery and equipment, new business            
construction, building improvements, site improvements, infrastructure 
and in some cases inventory or working capital needs.  There are two (2) 
components to the loan program, Industrial and Commercial.  

 
  

Left to Right: Robert J. Blair, TCDC President/CEO; Aaron 
Singer, Metalkraft Industries, Inc.; Carl Chambers, C&N Bank 
& TCDC Loan Fund Committee Member and Lillian Smith, 
TCDC Economic Development Coordinator.  
 

 

For more information, applications or assistance on the Tioga County Loan Programs or other financial 
assistance, contact Lillian Smith, TCDC Economic Development Coordinator, at (570) 723-8232 or eMail to 

tcdc3@ptd.net. 

TCDC�Helps Fund Natural Gas Business Startup with  
Tioga County Enterprise Zone Loan �

  
 On Thursday, August 19, 2010, the Tioga County Development 
Corporation (TCDC) closed on a Tioga County Enterprise Zone 
Revolving Loan Fund loan to Holly I. Snowburg, III, dba       
Snowburg Welding & Custom Fabrication. The $41,250 loan will 
be used towards the purchase of Real Estate and existing business 
on Main Street in Knoxville, PA to be converted into a Welding 
Supply & Service Center.  
 Snowburg Welding & Custom Fabrication is a new business 
start up to establish a Welding Supply, Sales and Service to the 
Marcellus Shale Industry. Holly (Russ) Snowburg III, Sole       
Proprietor of Snowburg Welding & Custom Fabrication will   
purchase an existing business in Knoxville and convert it to a 
Welding Supply & Service Center.  Russ plans to have delivery 
directly to welding field sites, do repairs and warranty work for 
major industry companies and be an inventory supplier for Haun 
Welding Supply from Syracuse. The nearest competitors for this 
market are currently Elmira and Scranton.  

 

 

Front Row L to R:  Robert J. Blair, TCDC President/CEO; Holly I. 
(Russ) Snowburg, III, Snowburg Welding & Custom Fabrication; Amy 
J. Witter, Balsam Real Estate Settlement Company; and Keith        
Cavanaugh, Citizens & Northern Bank. Back Row L to R:  Charlene 
Williams, The Real Estaters of Mansfield; and Dori Becker, Century 21. Along with financing from the Tioga County Enterprise Zone 

Revolving Loan Fund, Snowburg Welding & Custom          
Fabrication received funding from Citizens & Northern Bank.   
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The Tioga County Development Corporation (TCDC) 
would like to welcome our new members. Thank you for your           
2010 - 2011 Membership. This Year's Membership           
Campaign has been a success due to you and others who have  
expressed support of TCDC to foster and promote the        
economy of Tioga County.  We sincerely appreciate Your          
Investment in  Tioga County. 

We also sincerely thank all the businesses, organizations 
and individuals that have renewed your Memberships. TCDC 
would not be successful without our Members, who           
contribute not only financially, but with their time and efforts 
striving to improve the economy and quality of life in Tioga 
County. 

We encourage you to become a Member and invest in 
Tioga County. It is not to late too join. Contact E. Carolyn 
Conte, Administrative Assistant, at 570.723.8232 or 
tcdc2@ptd.net for more information on how you can become 
a Member.  

 

For A List of Current 
Members Log On: 
www.tcdc-pa.com/

membership 
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�  FREE Internet Link to TCDC HomePage ($75 value) 
�  Invitation to and REDUCED Cost for attending TCDC’s Annual 
 Legislative Breakfast and TCDC’s Annual Meeting 
�  Receive TCDC Publications & Invitations to Special Economic Events, 
 Workshops & Seminars (Many offer FREE or REDUCED registration 
 cost toTCDC Members) 
�  Involvement in promoting the economy of Tioga County, knowing YOU 
 are contributing to our growth & share in the recognition of the economic 
 successes of our businesses & industries and assisting in the challenges 
 before Tioga County 
�  REFERRAL of our Members’ products & services to others and 
 support the businesses who support us. Whenever possible, we purchase  
 from our Members, as we continue to ��������	�
�����  
�  Countywide Business Networking Opportunities. 

Benefits to being a TCDC Member include: 

Your Membership in the Tioga County Development Corporation is an Investment in Tioga County  
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  On July 1, 2010, the Tioga County Development Corporation hosted a Fact 
Finding Meeting for executives of Northwest Savings Bank to explore ways they 
can and will play an active role in the Marcellus Shale Find in their service area. 
The meeting was held at Penn College/North Campus. Approximately 40 
individuals attended the seminar.  
 The topics of the day featured a panel discussion covering many sectors of this 
major industry including: natural gas companies perspective; economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t ;  c o m m u n i t y 
development (quality of l i fe); 
environmental; employment; housing; 
agriculture; municipal infrastructure 
(roads, rail, air, water, and sewer); 

landowners, etc.  Jack Showers from East Resources, Inc. (Shell), Betsy Mallison and 
Jim O’Driscoll from Talisman Energy USA each presented “Marcellus Shale 101, a 
very informative appreciation of where each company currently stands, the efforts in 
our County going forward and discussed the industry as a whole. Each indicated they 
will be in the area for many years and want to continue to be active within the 
community.   

Kevin Abrams NTRPDC Executive Director, Kathy Telep, BOOM President and 
Robert J. Blair, TCDC President/CEO took  a look at the Economic Development 
impact and the effects that the Natural Gas drilling is having on local businesses. They 
also highlighted changes that have already occurred, such as new business development 
and potential business growth in the region. Workforce Development was addressed by 
Brenda Abplanalp, Director of Outreach Assistance at Penn College/North Campus and Joe Brelo of PA Careerlink. Workforce 
Development is a major component of the industry. Both Brenda and Joe spoke about how their respective organizations are 
developing trainings for the industry to ensure our workforce is ready to perform to industry standards.  

Presenting the quality of life and environmental perspective were Jim Weaver and Deb Sawyer. Deb highlighted the efforts of the 
Tioga County Partnership for Community Health relative to the human community concerns relative to the quality of life in Tioga 
County relative to the natural gas industry.  Efforts are underway to undertake a Penn State “Charting for Your Future” for Tioga 
County Strategic Planning Process.  Ron Butler and Jan Fisher gave an overview of how Laurel Health System and Soldiers & 
Sailors Memorial Hospital are seeing an impact, highlighting their occupational health centers have certainly seen the impact of the 
business.  

Jackie Root of R&R Energy Consulting finished out the workshop by providing insight on how her business is helping land 
owners broker better deals with energy companies.  TCDC looks forward to hosting more educational opportunities for businesses 
interested in learning more about the Natural Gas impact on Tioga County.  

 

 

 

L to R: Betsy Mallison, Community Relations, Talisman Energy USA; Jim O’Driscoll,      
Talisman Energy USA; Jack Showers, Community Relations/Regional Affairs, East Resources 
Inc.; William Wagner,    President. Northwest Savings Bank; Robert J. Blair, President/CEO, 
Tioga County Development Corporation; Kevin Abrams, Executive  Director, NTRPDC and 
Kathy Telep, President, BOOM.  

Workforce Development & Healthcare were 
two of the major topics discussed during the 
informational session.  
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The Tioga County Development Corporation (TCDC) will hold 

our 3rd Annual Meet Our Member Mixer on Wednesday, 
September 15, 2010. The Mixer will be held at Elite Therapy, PC 
285 South Main Street, in Mansfield, Pennsylvania. This event is 
FREE for all TCDC Members.   

The event, held from 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM, will feature 
tours of Elite Therapy and refreshments will be served. The  3rd  
Annual Meet Our Member Mixer will serve as an opportunity for 
TCDC Members to see first hand the excellent and efficient 
physical therapy services Elite Therapy provides Tioga County 
and surrounding area.  

Elite Therapy, PC was formed in November 2007 and is 
located in the Borough of Mansfield.  The mission of Elite 
Therapy is to positively impact north central Pennsylvania by 
delivering excellent and efficient physical therapy services, 
providing a progressive and dynamic workplace, and taking a 
leadership role in advancing health and wellness in our region.  
Elite Therapy, with assistance from TCDC’s Loan Program,  
recently expanded to offer Aquatic Physical Therapy as part of 
its mission The attire for the event is corporate casual.  Chris 
Jones, Mark Riley and their Staff will serve as our hosts.  

Students in the Youth Leadership Program Class of 2011 enjoy some 
S’Mores during the annual Kick-off event at  

Nessmuk Lake.  

 On Wednesday, August 11, 2010, the Tioga County Development           
Corporation ���������	
 ���
�
 ������
 Youth Leadership Program 

kicked off our eleventh year with the annual S’More Event held at        
Nessmuk Lake in Wellsboro. The Youth Leadership Program Class of 
2011, along with family and friends, received an overview of the Youth 
Leadership  Program and had an opportunity to meet other students        
participating in the  program.  

The YLP Class of 2011 consists of 33 students from the Northern Tioga 
School District, Southern Tioga School District, Wellsboro Area School       
District and New Covenant Academy. The Orientation & Team Building   
Session will be held on September 8, 2010 at the W. M. Tokishi Training     
Center, Wellsboro, PA (NYPUM Building).   

For a complete list of students participating in this years program log 
on to www.tcdc-pa.com/youthLeadership 

 

 
Elite Therapy, PC is located at 285 South Main Street 

Mansfield, PA. For more information visit their website at  
www.elitetherapypa.com  

Youth Leadership Program ����������	
��������
���
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 On June 29, 2010, Robert J. Blair, President of the Pennsylvania           
Economic Development Association (PEDA) had the opportunity to present 
testimony before the Joint Senate Community, Economic Development 
Committee and the House Finance Committee on the Economic                
Development and Fiscal Accountability Legislation (SB 1279 and HB 2340). 
 “PEDA has always believed that accountability is key to maintaining the 
integrity of  Commonwealth economic development programs and to ensure 
the prudent use of tax payer dollars.  PEDA does not support these bills in 
their present form. Job creation is tough enough without additional reports 
and redundancies, administrative burdens and new subsidy limits.  We stand 
ready to discuss approaches to better reporting and accountability.  We ask, 
however, that the General Assembly consider that we are attempting to    
create business growth in an economic head wind with fewer resources every 
day.” David Black, President/CEO), Harrisburg Regional Chamber /CREDC 
and PEDA 2nd Vice President testified on behalf of the Chamber.  John    
Callahan from the Pennsylvania Chamber also testified. Dee Kaplan,      
Deputy Secretary for Business Development testified on behalf of DCED. 
 PEDA is a statewide economic development association comprised of 
nearly 400 Members of Economic Development Professionals, Utilities,  
Engineers, Developers and Others involved in the economic development 
process in Pennsylvania. 

 

Above: Robert J. Blair, PEDA President & TCDC      
President/CEO Joint Senate Community, Economic     
Development Committee and the House Finance          
Committee on the Economic Development and Fiscal   
Accountability Legislation.  

 

 
 

7 out of the 39   
Municipalities in 

Tioga County have 
Adopted the 

LERTA 

The Tioga County Development Corporation continues our efforts to promote the Tioga 
County Preferential Tax Assessment Plan (LERTA).  On Monday, June 14, 2010 Northern     
Tioga School District approved two (2) resolutions for Tioga Borough and Lawrence Township 
for the LERTA Abatement Program. On Wednesday, July 14, 2010 Westfield Borough adopted 
the LERTA.  This allows coverage for the entire Borough of Westfield for commercial and     
industrial projects. This brings the total number of Municipalities that have adopted the LERTA 
to seven (7).   

For more information on the Tioga County Tax Abatement Program and for a complete list of 
participating taxing bodies log on to http://www.tcdc-pa.com/taxAbatement.php. 

Objectives & Overview of LERTA 
On May 10, 2005 the Tioga County Commissioners adopted Ordinance 2005-01, as Amended in 2007, “Tioga County            

Preferential Tax Assessment Plan”. This new five (5) year abatement program was developed to assist industries and businesses  
locating or expanding in Tioga County. The Plan is structured to reduce the real estate taxes based on only two (2) conditions:  (1) 
On New Building Construction; and/or (2) Major Restoration to Existing Real Estate which will Result in an Increased Real Estate 
Assessment.   

Application must be made before the Tioga County Commissioners and the participating municipality and school district for each 
individual development project. The Tioga County Development Corporation encourages companies to utilize the Tioga County   
Preferential Tax Assessment Plan and is available to assist you in securing the benefits of the Program.  

TCDC administers the Tax Abatement Program and initial contact should be with TCDC. The Program    
extends to the municipality and school district in which the project is located. Approval of each of these taxing 
bodies is required. 
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  This edition's Business Spotlight is centered around a local 
business that has found a unique way to capitalize on the    
Natural Gas Industry influx in Tioga County.  
  Partners In Progress (PIP), established in 1997, is an         
organization that provides vocational services and looks to   
create opportunities for individuals with disabilities. PIP’s   
Mission: Partners In Progress is committed to people with   
disabilities to develop and implement vocational and social 
activities to improve the quality of life within our                
communities.   
 In August 2009, PIP was approached by a local hotel who 
had a need for laundry services for their guests, who are      
directly   involved with the Natural Gas Industry. Currently PIP 
provides laundry service to three (3) local hotels. Employees of 
various gas related businesses stay at these hotels and utilize 
the service. The way it works at the hotels – individuals pick up 
a bag provided by PIP at the front desk of the hotel.  They put 
their wash in the bag and return it to the front desk on the        
designated day by 8:00 AM. PIP will then pick the bag up, 

wash items and return the clean clothing by 6:00 PM the same day.  The cost is $25 for a full bag and $15 for a half bag. There is one 
(1) local business that is a drop off site, Halls Home and Lumber in Lawrenceville, but individuals seeking the laundry services can 
also drop off their wash off at PIP.  

PIP currently employs 68 employees and 10 staff in their vocational training facility, which is responsible for the laundry service. 
On the days employees wash, one (1) staff member and three (3) employees complete the wash. PIP also offers cleaning services. If 
any business or organizations is interested, PIP will come and clean offices in the area. Another service offered by PIP, they stuff 
promotional brochures for a company and would love the opportunity to stuff brochures for any additional companies. 

 

Partners in Progress is located at 
332 South Main Street Mansfield ,PA  

 

For more information on Partners in Progress 
contact them at (570) 662-0705 or email partners@epix.net.  



This past quarter has been marked with our Annual Meeting; the kickoff of Year 12 of the 
Youth Leadership Program; closing on two loans; natural gas activities; and much more. 

 
Our 17th Annual Meeting was held on July 26, 2010 at the Mansfield Junior Senior High 

School. It marked the recognition of our Rod C. Kelchner Leadership Award to Joyce and 
Charles Andrews of the Tioga County Concerned Citizens Committee. Gary Mosher, TCDC 
Director, received the David W. Rundell Award. The Natural Gas Industry Exhibits were a 
success and informational to our Members. 

 
Natural Gas activities during the period included the Annual Meeting Exhibits, Hosting of a 

Natural Gas Fact Finding Meeting for Northwest Savings Bank and Trust Company and a 2nd 
County Meeting for PSU Professors and staff for the Marcellus Shale Play. I had an opportunity 
to tour three counties with Gas Field Specialties, Inc. and attended a tour of the Seneca (National 
Fuels) Operations in Tioga County. TCDC has made its first Marcellus Shale related business 
loan for a new welding supply and service company in Knoxville owned by Holly I. Snowburg 
III. 

In June, we provided a low interest loan to MetalKraft Industries, Inc. This 2nd generation 
family business is continually adapting to the economic climate continually remaining a 
successful business. We highlighted MetalKraft and Muffler Shop Plus as our Success Stories at 
our Annul Meeting.  We continue to work with businesses and industries in the financing of their 
projects and have low interest fixed rate public funding available.  Please contact us and let us 
assist you with your next project. 

 
We have begun ���������	
 ���
�
 ������
 for 2011 with the Youth Leadership Program  

S’More Event and will begin the Community Leadership Program for the 7th year on October 7th 
and 8th. 

 
We welcome Christopher Morral, WASD Superintendent, to our Board, replacing Phil 

Waber. Phil, thank you for your 5 years of service to TCDC and Tioga County. We also welcome 
Betsy Mallison from Talisman Energy USA Inc. and Jack Showers from Shell (formerly East 
Resources) to our Board representing the natural gas industry. 

 
We continue to implement our strategic plan through continued loan activity, leadership 

development and our core services to our businesses, industries and Members as highlighted in 
this issue of eNews Insider. Mark Your Calendars! Our 3rd Annual “Meet Our Member” 
Mixer will be held on Wednesday, September 15, 2010 at Elite Therapy PC, in Mansfield! 

 
 
 
 Robert J. Blair 
 President/Chief Executive Officer 

Please contact TCDC6@ptd.net  if you wish to be removed from the eNews Insider mailing list. 

Do you know of someone else who would like to receive this publication? Please send us their e-mail address 
and we will gladly add them to our distribution list. 
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114 Main Street 
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania 16901 
Voice: 570.723.8232 
Fax: 570.723.8441 
E-mail: tcdc1@ptd.net 
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